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The sick and injured wildlife of Kingston appeal for help, FIONA SEXTON reports

The call of the wild
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A WILDLIFE rescue service is
being swamped with calls from the

Kingston area.

The Australian Wildlife Rescue
and Education (AWARE) service
receives up to 20 phone calls a week
for carers to rescue ill, injured or
threatened wildlife.

Aware  president  Michelle
Thomas is desperate for Kingston
volunteers to help rescue and care
for possums, lizards, birds - es-
pecially ducks - and other wildlife.

She said the service needs at least
six more volunteers.

“Kingston has so many great
water sources and conservation

i for by AWARE volunteer Griet Jeges.

areas that it's just the perfect
envirmmsntﬁorbl.rds in particu-

The
called out to rescues mostly in the lem;

Kingston area.
Ms Thomas said a common job for
rescuers was mother

escorting
ducks and ducklings across busy
roads.

Major threats to wildlife included
cars, tree , discarded fish-
ing line, storms, and cat and dog

Two months ago, AWARE volun-

s wildlife
could be a round-the-clock commit-
ment, Ms Thomas said. But
Parkdale volunteer Griet Jeges
said she wouldn't have it any other

way.
Mrs Jeges, an AWARE volunteer

. for two years, has at least 10
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injured birds and animals in her

B Swamped: Up to 20 wildlife
- rescue calls a week from

- M Needed: At least six
~ Kingston-based volunteer
~ rescuers

B To qualify: Volunteers need

il
to do a $10 weekend workshop

~ and ongoing training
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